FOREWORD

I his is a wonderful ambology, full of wisdom, information,
and steady, quiet courage. | warmly welcome it. However, |
am also decply saddened, sobered, by its existence, or rather, by the
need for its existence. Jewish Wivnen Speak O, Expanding The Baund-
aries af Psychology, edited by Kayla Weiner and Arinna Moon, exists
because anti-Semitism still exists. Among educated folk. Among Femi-
nist folk. Among feminist therapist folk. Among Jewish feminist thera-
pist folk. In America

Deagite all the “progressive”™ movements Jews have joined and
led, despite all the Jewish pre- and post-Holocaust attempts (o assimi-
late, 1o become Jewishly invisible, to understand things from the “ather”
person’s point of view (4 1a Freud), 55 years after the risc of European
Mazism. American Jewish feminists found it necessary to create a Jow-
ish caucus within a feminist, professional organization. This anthology
iz an outgrowth of their first conference

The Jewish Caucus is part of the Association for Women in
Psychology (AWP), an organization 1 co-founded in 1968-1970. The
Association kas endured for more than 23 years, proof, perhaps, of the
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enduring sexism and hostility towards feminism within the professions,
as well as to women's natural/conditioned gravitational pull towards
eich other.

In 1989, some Jewish members of AWP formed a Jewish cau-
cue, Perhaps the increased feminist awarencss of the importance of ritual,
or the feminist reclamation of “sacred space™ within Judaism, com-
pelled Jewish AWP members to do so: perhaps the increazs in anti-
Sematism which always accompanics the rise of fundamentalism in his-
tory, also spurred them on. Whatever explanation applies, I"'m glad
they exist, and I'm glad they're publishing this collection. Sadly, though,
Jewish Wamen Speak Out proves how little has changed since 1 first
encountered anti-Semitisem among radical feminists and lesbiang in the
early 1970%.

That encounter sent me straight to Ieracl for the first time 2 few
months after Women and Madness was first published in 1972, 1 re-
member browsing in a Tel Aviv shop and uncxpectedly coming upon
Time magazines review of the book in January of 1973, At the tima, 1
was shocked more by the blatantly anti-Semitic illustration that sceom-
panied the review than by the anti-feminist review itself. Freud was
caricatured as a big-nosed, ugly, pvgmy-midget, learly “in lusi™ with
the tall, blonde, Viking princess on his couch, The PUre racism just
leapt off the page. In 1982, in Vicnna, 1 visited the Freud Museum: they
closed it, bricfly, so that 1 could be there quietly, 1 lay down on that
famous, faded red couch of hig, and T bet Freud tell me all his problems!
Sigmund moved nae, he talked to me: Jew to Jew

When [ returned to America, | started wearing big Jowish stars
1o the most radical rallics—my version of an Afro, or a dashiki, [ waited
for someone 1o challenge me, publicly, on The Jewish Destion. Few
ever did. More often, that took place behind closed doors, sometimes
behind my back, | was cither accused of being the wrong kind of Jew
(too pushy, too verbal, too visible, oo SEXY, Lo0 smart), o 4 1oo-ypical

kind of Jew (rcactionary, racist, capitalist, imperialist, seciarian), Tn
short, | was sometimes viewed as a betrayer of feminism because |
dared to ientify anti-Semitism as racism, and to thercfore identify mysell
both as a Jew and as a Zionist,

Between 1973 and 1973, 1 tried, but failed, o interest gther
Jewish feminists in mecting, on a continuous basis, to discuss the prob-
bem of anti-Semitism. At the time, one rising feminist light said: “Phyllis,
I ray be a problem, but it's not my problem.” Another said that “she
didn’t identify as a Jew anyway-—and hoped 1'd give it up toa. "~ (Within
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a decade, both women would have important things to say on this very
subject, and would even become quite successful as “professional™ Jow-
i inists. .
- ﬁ:-l'lul; bl:g;n to hear stonies from other feninists about their expen-
ences of anti-Semitism within the movement. (OF course, the stories of
sexism/racismhomophobia within the Jewish arlu.I_ Isracli n:;ul}wum_tl:al!.
never stopped coming my way cither). As a radical feminist 1 didn't
ko what to do. [ felt it was imporiant o act on ny analysis ufnn'L_a-
Semitism. | fearcd that to do so would irreparably slow us down in
terms of feminist progress. 1 was right on both counts. Within a few
years, other Jewish feminists began to talk about the “Problem that
dared not speak its name.” In 1975-1976, | participated in the f'tT_s:
Mational Jewish Feminist Conference, which took place at the MeAlpin
hotel in Mew Yook City. It was a thrlling and energizing conference,

[ repsertber spending hours with Aviva Cantor, who, together
with Susan Weidman Schneider, founded Lilith magazing in 1976, Litich
published my conversation with Aviva in the winter of 1976/77. Al-
though 1'd been quoted at length on feminisem and Judaism at the MeAlpin
Hetel conforence, this was really my first “out” intcrview as a Jow and
a Zionist. When my friend Maomi Weisstein, also a co-founder of AWF,
published her paper “Woman as Migger,” [ told her, “Try “Woman as
Jew™™ because that would take us back 5,000 years of being without
kard, in exile, without any means of self-defense or coonomic indepen-
P Ag o ferminist, [ wag aleo leaming frem Jewigh and Israch his-
tory. | began to think about the importance of feminist sovercign space,
of a feminist government in exile. T had in mind something far beyond a
coffiee house, magazine, shelter for battered women, or Women's Stud-
ics program. [ was thinking about the creation of feminist sovercign
space psychologically, legally, cconomically and militarily,

1 tobd Aviva that ferninists would have to learn how 1o v planes,
usc and control technology, defiend ourselves and each other, 1.5, to do
all the things that men do. Dreamer that | am, [ sud that | belicved a
feminist government would be the only solution to The Woman Prob-
lern, Mot just in one little territory, but world-wide, everywhere, In-
credulows, Aviva asked me: “But is it possible™ And 1, Jevash-styvle,
answered a question with a question, “Do you think the State u:l_l‘lsr:u:ﬂ

seemned possible, in say, 18207 “No,” said Aviva. ‘%H_,“ said 1, 71
learned from the State of lsrael that the impossible is possible.”
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_ In 1975, together with New York Jewish feminists Esther
Edith Issac-Rose, Bea Kreloff, Letty Cottin Pogrebin and Lily iﬁﬁ:’
we began to hold femninist seders, With ferminist pride, and love, m;'m].:
of our members wrote about usg; Lily made a wonderfizl and inzpiring
film about us, We were enormously privileged. History—and our own
unaffiliated, grassroots nature—allowed us to be radically Jewish and
feminist with each other, at no cost. All gain, no pain. Our veature was
both splendid and Mawed. We had mare media coverage than sisters
hoad, more celebrities per square inch than Ficdishkeir. We were the
:I::Epuwg ai‘th_: flame ul‘nur own growing myth. Sadly, we had no “hands-
on’ commection to other, similar, grassroots groups, arounsd the country
or around the world. We never managed to include sons as well as
daughters, we had linde institutional influence, and we did not collee-
tively ereate an evolving Haggadah, complete with specific ritunls, (We
WOTE 30 ereative, so madcap, that each vear we dared to have diffizrent
rituals, and to focus on different themes.} Lily Rivlin, Esther Broner
and myself, also created Jowish feminiss Mew Year's and Yom Kippur
rituals, as well as rituals for other rites of passage. such as Biving birth
havmgalh;.ﬂ:rmtmny, losing a loved one, cte I
n 1930, | attended the Conference on Women in
spnnmmil by the United Mations. In Copenhagen, Isracl :;Fm\?ﬁlf
cami the "lmt- of the world"”, the scapegoat for the West, the cause of
Every country s plagues. It was not a conference about or far women- it
was really a confierence about Palestinian and other so-called Third
%ld rights. T heard women, most of whom had been trained by Rus.
s1a, and/or who were members of their own countries’ ruling-class elite,
thunder, chant, repeat, over and over again: “'Our problems—drought,
famm:,_l}'r:ml:i]!'-m due to Apartheid in South Africa and Zignism "
The andi-Semitism, masquerading as anti-Zionism, was traly stagger-
ing. Mare important, [ saw what absolute pushovers other, presumahbly
‘pushy Jewish women™ were, when confromted with shouted hatred
oft-told lies, propaganda. :
In 1980-81, I did thres things: | persuaded the lsracli OWERT-
ment 1o allow me to organize a really radical feminist mnF:rchc a.':d
heold it in Jeruzalem; | wrote abot the Copenhagen Conference fiar Latih,
but under a pseudonym, so as to nat jeapardize the safety of ferninists
from Arab and Islamic countries whom | Was inviting, to this confier-
ence-that-never-was; and | coordinated a panel on Ferninizm and Angi-
Semitism for the Mational Women's Studies Association mecting in
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Storrs, Connecticut, [ did so, beeause I did not want (o talk about anti-
Semitigm among feminists alone, or behind closed doors, 1 wanted 1o
present the facts publicly, to other American feminists,

I remember “coming cut” again, as a Fionist, at this pancl. 1
talked about Zionism as the national liberation movement of the Jewish
people. 1 desenibed how feminist reports of anti-Semitizm in our ranks
were often seen as cxaggerated, groundless, lies, | loved this group of
women. 1 said: “IF we understand why women need separate sheliers
for battered women, coffos Wouses, mugic fesoals, bnd trists, Women's
Studies programs, can't we also understand why Jews might need a
Jewigh state?

I asked my assembled femanist sisters: “Who'd hide me and all
the cther Jewash femanists and our familics in their aftics when the Na-
zis come to get us?™ “1 will, 1 will,” promised an camestly distraught
Susan Griffen. Some Christian and Jewish feranisis were not at all
amused; some women of color were a lot less than amused. From 19%1-
1990, 1 would have many passionate conversations with individual
Christian feminists, both whate, and of color, who emationally seemed
to believe that 20th century Jews and Zionists were more responsible
than anyonc else for the death of the Goddess two to three more thou-
sand years ago and for the slave-irade four conturies ago; that Zioniem
was responsible for racism in Amerca today—and for all forms of
American and Western imperialism; that all Jews are rich, powerful,
racists, el

Mainky, many feminists truly believed than Jewich women, most
of whom were white-skinned were, unjustifiably, trving to jump on,
profit from, even halt feminist, revolutionary, progress againsi racism,
imparialism, or colomalism, and to “ruin it™ for women of color, Werkd-
wide, they were no more accepted among their African, Hispanic and
Agian brothers than we were, among our Jewish brothers, but like the
rest of us, they found it casier to fight with other women than to take on
the brothers,

Post-Storrs, 1 tumed over our panel tapes 1o Letty Cottin
Pogrebin, who incorporated sonse of the information into her important
article on anti-Semitism among feminists. The anticle, which appeared
in Mx magazine m 1982, caused quite a stir, A number of feminists
asked me, privately, whether [ thought Letty was exaggerating, grand-
standing, merely applving for o position in the Jewish establishment,
et [ told them she was neither exaggerating nor grandstanding, and
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might only be foreed o apply fora “position” as a feminist umong Jews
if the carcer-path was too heartbreaking for her as a Jow among fiemi-
nists.

In 1988, | was one of the women who davenned for the first
tme ever at the Kotel in Jerusalem with a Torah. In fact, Thad the great
hanor of apening the Torah for the women that moming on December
1, 1988, It wedded me to the action, | helped form the International
Committee for Women at the Korel, and became a name-plaintaff in the
historic wsuit on behalf of Jewish women's religious rights. Afler
seven years the matier ig still pending. The suit was heard by the Israeli
Supreme Court and deserves g separate article entirely, [ often tell people
that what we did was the equivalent of Catholic women taking over the
Vatican and officiating at Mass: and that | believed that women's men-
tal health would vastly improve, as 2 result of actions like this.

In the beginning, many Jewish and Isracli feminists, secular-
ists, and radicals, tried 1o pry me boose from what they saw as an unim-
portant, or even reactionary struggle, Didn't T see that we were only
arguing for a piece of a tainted pie, that we were seftling for (oo little,
and fior the wrong thing? They had a point—but they were also WY,
Womien have as much right as men do to exercise our rights as Jews—
even if, from the feminist point of view, all patriarchal religions need to
be transformed/overthrown. In the course of this struggle | have scen
how & moderate, liberal, demand for women's civil and human rights, is
treated ag of it's & revolutionary demand, Which, in a scnse makes it
revolutionary.

I will step here, There's more, but this is enough. My point is
this: that given this history, imagine how moved, angered, saddened,
validated T felt when T read what Evelyn Torton Beck has to say abous
the “resistance to including Jews in the developing field of multiculural
psychology,™ and about the numerous “unacknowiedged acts of anti-
Semitic complicity on the part of besbian ferninists,” Beck describes
numereus instances of blatant anti-Semitism in the published works of
psychoanalysts, most notably, Thomas Srasz and M. Masud R. Khan,
which have gone unchallenged. (1 BuSEs once vou've read abowr Carl
Gustav Jung's profound and virulent anti-Semitism, there's really no
cause for surprise, is there? And ¥et one is still always a linle sur-
prised), Beck also describes how difficult it still is to call others on their
anti-Semitism—at beast, not without risking hostility and failure,

The collection is rich, very rich, and contains unique and cre-
ative suggestions about Jewish experience, both sacred and sw.ular,l
and has implications for Jewish psychological suFF::I:mg, clinical theory
and practice. 1 could go on, but here's the anthology itself, waiting to be
read. Please do so. Use it, dialogue with i, challenge it, embrace if,
dance with it, keep it by vour bedside, add w it

To the edhitors and the contributors: Yasher Koach!

Phyllis Chesler PhD
Brooklyvn, Mew York
1995




